generalized auspiciousness of stance towards experience, which
we may call the wisdom of humour. Though art flourishes best
when it grows according to the laws of its own nature, the cognitive
and moral critiques of value cannot be altogether ignored. No
standard of value, however, external can be excluded from a
criticism of Shaw's plays, so long as it is applicable to them. An
examination of Shaw's plays from a purely aesthetic standard
to the exclusion of other considerations, even if such a thing were
possible, would be narrow, restricted and unrealistic. Whatever
esoteric critical approaches the professional critics may frame for
themselves, their experience is not likely to tally with that of the
common readers who are incapable of the psychological acrobatics
the critics may be capable of; the letter are bound to include along-
side of the aesthetic critique, the moral and cognitive critiques
as well; and ultimately they are the custodians of poetical honours.

In this study an attempt has been made to show how the
cognitive and critical values of Shavian drama are inextricably
mingled with its aesthetic values; how the extra-literary aims
and intentions of Shaw are the material out of which their form
evolves according to the logic of the dramatist's imagination;
how the meaning of the plays is not in their paraphrasable substance,
but in their formal elements like plot, character, action, and rhetoric,
which in their totality of organised wholeness provide to our
imaginations an image however shadowy, of the meaning of
experience.
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